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The “Rapallo Fotografia Contemporanea” (Rapallo Contemporary Photography) project started in 2006 by the photographer Andrea Botto and the critical Mara Granzotto’s idea, supported by Rapallo Municipality. It took place with a rich attendance the last  September in the rooms of the Antico Castello. The project aims toward creating a  complete municipal land documentation and interpretation throught the photograph media. Another purpose of the whole project is the creation of genuines master archives. In these pictures where it is possible to find the inner spirit of the places and at the same time representations of a deep glance, analysis and synthesis and an important starting point where will grow up further future plannings.  
Every year the Festival entertains a wold-wide renown photographer who works with his own artistic freedom of choise on different subjects linked to the city and the territory surrounding.

Mario Cresci is a photographer and a visual designer and italian master photographer  in the contemporary artistic landscape, in 2006 was involved for the first edition of the Festival 

Thirty images of him belong now to the Municipality. The audience and the critics interest  demonstrates/witnesses the success he met with the first experience of this kind of event in Liguria, with the support of Province of Genoa and  Region.
The protagonist of the second edition is an author from Naples, Antonio Biasucci, well known all over the world. His artistic research gets deep into the spirit of things and focuses on the metamorphosys of the world which constantly changes. He offers throught his black and white a refined/exquisite new glance/view on things. 

The subject of the 2007 edition “ Il senso delle cose” (The true spririt of things) is strictly connected with the 450° anniversary of Madonna di Montallegro’s apparition/appeareance.
Every year the city dedicates solemn celebrations in the occasion of this event in the first three days of the month of July. Biasucci goes on in his artistic research which begun with the “Ex Voto” series, exposed at the Festival di Fotografia di Roma; now, in this occasion he focuses on the tradiotional crucifixes of Liguria. Crucifixes are heavy wooden sculptures with decorations of great value which are carried by the believers of Rapallo brotherhood during the religious procession.
All the images will be shown in an exhibition at the first floor at the Antico Castello from August the 25th to September the 18th.
At the second floor, as in the previous first edition, is set up a collective joung but well known artists, who express and show their relationship with things, eachone developing his work in a personal way.
Alessandra Baldoni exposes “Love Story” which, at first, was as an artist book, the project “...wants to celebrate love throught objects which belong and are part of it...(Massimo Salari),  it is composed by 21 images combined with short sentences, it proposes little pieces of “...a love story as an archeological find, private and intimate objects that tell and suggest something which happened, something which had been and will not be anymore...”. Silvia Camporesi shows  “Mondeken Toe” – Tieni la bocca chiusa (Shut your mouth), a big size work  where “...the title of the image pefectly fits with the explanation/caption of the subject and both recall to a danish sentence which suggests to keep secrets that can not be  understood only by looking and interpreting reality...” (Paola Noè). The picture represents the author funny sit and at her back a heap of old unused objects. Dario Francione with his 8 images which compose “Coppie di fatto”  makes clear the symbiotic bond between puppet and the puppeteer. His project rises by a  careful teathrical events documentation where the media of photograph doesn’t focus on its documentation capacity, but it is based on a conceptual work where the subject-object  becomes only an useful pretext which  can suggest the inner dilemma over the manysidedness of the human being. 
Simone Martinetto with Virginia Farina propose the installation “Dopo l’ultima pagina” (After the last page) made up by 12 pictures, which become part of a book; they are softly lightned in order to increase te evocative power of the subject. It is realized in a library where people are leaving. This work of art is a metaphor  of the changing realtionship  between man and culture  throught the real ancient object that is the book which is submitted to the technological evolution. Stefania Ricci’s naive “Nature Morte” (Still life) reminds a weak lost thought, linked with the remind of a common past, where everyday country objects are represented in their faiding shapes; they combine themselves trying to keep hung to reality. Almost untouchable photographs become fleeting films similar to the essence of our own memory. Luca Saini shows his unpublished project Ready Made Esistenziale (Existential Ready Made) which rose up by a different sizes frames collection that host “...abandoned objects at the bottom of  drawers which assume a different identity, that talk about present days which constantly change”. With this “... work the artist think over contemporary man fancy and creation health” porposing a rebus where players-audience must have a feeling perception, forgetting the stricht sense of what is useful  and composing unity in the fragmented but rithmed composition.
This year the exhibition opens also in another symbolic venue of the city, the wonderful Villa Porticciolo, which hosts a section of works of art taken from Silvia Camporesi’s project Inidizi Terrestri (Terrestrial/Earthly Clues). It completes the whole work in the Castello; in this project there are lonely playing objects in their backgrounds,  which oblige the audience’s look to be always in balancing between the logical sense of useful and the abstraction.
 As in the previous edition thanks to the collaboration of ASCOM of Rapallo, in the magazines of the city centre , there will be again a widerer section of  Foto in Vetrina (Windows Photographs), with the involvment of the students of the course CSP of Photograph of the Istituto Europeo di Design of Torino who will exhibit their images taken in Rapallo right in this occasion.
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